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ABSTRACT: The customary party of the death of the Toraja community requires buffalo cattle in large 
enough numbers to be slaughtered. Buffaloes are slaughtered from several districts including Bone 
Regency.  This study aimed to identify buffalo purchases in Patimpeng sub-district, Bone district to fulfill the 
customary party of the Toraja people. This research was conducted in May to June 2020. The population is 
breeders who maintain buffalo by buying buffalo from outside Bone Regency. Samples are breeders who buy 
buffalo in Jeneponto Regency. Data analysis was quantitative descriptive. The results showed the purchase 
of buffalo to fulfill the Toraja traditional party with criteria: motive, body posture and vortex feathers. Farmers 
in Bone regency should buy buffaloes based on buffalo motivation by consumers in Toraja Regency. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Buffalo cattle are a social symbol for their owners in 
several tribes in Indonesia, including the Toraja tribe. 
Buffalo cattle are animals that play a big enough role for 
the indigenous Toraja people because they are related 
to the culture and customs of the local community. The 
slaughter of buffalo carried out by the Toraja tribe with 
regard to the implementation of traditional ceremonies 
[1, 2]. Tana Toraja is an attractive tourist area for both 
foreign and domestic tourists because of (1) beautiful 
panorama, (2) source of striped buffalo germplasm, (3) 
unique culture with traditional ceremonies, (4) the 
largest animal (buffalo) market in Indonesia and (5) its 
people make buffalo as an important commodity in 
culture [3, 4]. 
The number of buffalo slaughtering for traditional 
ceremonial rituals is approximately 13,000 head per 
year [5, 6]. Currently the demand for buffalo in Toraja 
district shows an increasing trend. This is because most 
of the Toraja people who migrate and are successful in 
terms of finances when they die, their bodies will be 
brought back to Tana Toraja to be buried in their 
ancestral homeland. Along with this, there is an 
increasing trend in the number of buffalo being 
slaughtered at their funeral rituals. In the past, for an 
aristocrat the number of buffalo needed was enough 
with two buffaloes as a certain standard (Sapu 
Randanan), now the number depends on his financial 
ability, which can be up to hundreds as a form of 
respect for his dead relatives [7, 8]. 
One of the draws to Tana Toraja is the existence of the 
Bolu animal market. Bolu Animal Market, Tallunglipu 
District, North Toraja Regency is one of the markets that 
has its own characteristics in North Toraja Regency. 
Bolu Animal Market is also known as Rantepao Animal 
Market. Buffalo cattle marketing activities take place 
every six days a week. Meanwhile, the marketed 
livestock consists of local buffalo, buffalo from other 
areas, including from Bone Regency and pigs. 
Currently, the existence of the animal market is not only 
as a source of local income from the collection of market 
fees, but also as a tourist attraction for both domestic 
and foreign tourists. This is due to the uniqueness that 
occurs in the marketing of livestock or animals which 
are very different from the marketing of livestock or 

animals in other areas or regions. The high and low 
value of buffalo depends on the characteristics 
possessed by the buffalo. So it is necessary to identify 
the characteristics of buffalo that are marketed from 
breeders in Bone Regency to the Bolu animal market, 
Tana Toraja Regency. 

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The research was conducted from May to June in Bone 
District in Patimpeng District, Bone Regency. The data 
sources were primary data and secondary data. Types 
of data were quantitative data and qualitative data. The 
population is all buffalo traders in Bone Regency. 
Samples are traders who sell buffalo to the Bolu animal 
market. Descriptive data analysis 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Animal husbandry resources, especially buffalo, are 
renewable natural resources and have the potential to 
be developed in order to improve the regional economy, 
as well as the welfare of farmers [9]. From these 
existing conditions, socially, technically and 
economically are very good to develop [10]. However, 
what is happening now is that the increase in the 
population of buffalo is not maximized. 
The characteristics possessed by a buffalo greatly affect 
the selling price of the buffalo. Buffalo quality 
assessments are usually based on generally accepted 
assessments in Toraja and appear to have been used 
from generation to generation. The fulfillment of the 
traditional party needs of the Toraja people for buffalo 
slaughter was imported from several districts outside 
Tana Toraja Regency, including Bone Regency. In 
general, the Toraja people assess buffalo from their 
horns, skin color and fur, posture, and signs on the body 
[6]. Traditional parties in Tana Toraja district are held 
not every month, but a large-scale traditional party is 
held in December and the South Sulawesi Provincial 
government program related to tourism, namely Lovely 
December. The greater the number of buffalo 
slaughtered during traditional festivals, the higher a 
person's social status. On the other hand, the large 
demand for buffalo is not followed by the availability of 
buffalo so it needs to be imported from other regions. 
The characteristics of buffalo livestock and the selling 
price of buffalo cattle by buffalo breeders in Bone district 
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who sell buffalo to the Bolu animal market, Tana Toraja 
Regency can be seen in Table 1. 

Table 1: Amount, criteria and selling price of buffalo 
from traders in Bone Regency to Bolu Animal 

Market, Tana Toraja Regency in 2019. 

Number 
of buffalo 

sold 

Criteria 
Selling 

price/head 
Striped 
motif 

body 
posture 

feather 
swirl 

8 V V V 
IDR 

.80.000.000 

4  V  
IDR 

.60.000.000 

3   V IDR.30.000.000 

Table 1 shows that traders in Bone regency determine 
the selling price based on buffalo characteristics 
purchased from Jeneponto Regency, South Sulawesi 
Province, according to [12]  stating that based on the 
value level buffalo are divided into three types, namely: 
1. Regular black buffalo costs between 10-20 million. 
2. Balian buffalo/fighting buffalo price ranges from 20-50 
million. 
3.The striped buffalo/Bonga is half albino in color which 
is very expensive and can cost up to 100 million rupiah 
per head, apparently big and muscular like a bull but 
has stripes like a cow and hairy (this buffalo is very 
special and proud of Rambu Solo's death party). 
Based on this, it shows that the type of buffalo used in 
traditional festivals in Tana Toraja district is not an 
ordinary buffalo but a buffalo that has unique 
characteristics and is not found in other areas, namely 
the Belang buffalo (Tedong Bonga ") called the Belang 
buffalo because it is all over its body. Looks like black 
and white stripes. The price of this striped buffalo is very 
expensive, it can even reach hundreds of millions of 
rupiah. The demand for buffalo cattle usually increases 
greatly during the ceremony of the traditional death 
ceremony (Rambu Solo') and the thanksgiving 
procession (Rambu Tuka"). The number of buffalo 
slaughtering for traditional ceremonial rituals is 
approximately 13,000 head per year [5, 6]. 
Yulius [13] (2012) who reported that although in general 
buffalo have high social value, Toraja people have a 
way of assessing their buffalo. The high and low value 
of the buffalo depends on the quality of the buffalo 
according to generally accepted judgments, and seems 
to have been used from generation to generation since 
ancestral times. This assessment also applies to current 
buffalo traders in determining prices. The quality of the 
buffalo can be seen in the way the Toraja people 
themselves judge it, especially for striped buffaloes 
based on their characteristics. In general, the Toraja 
people judge buffalo by their horns, skin color and fur, 
and posture, as well as signs on the body. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The sale of buffalo livestock by traders in Bone Regency 
to Bolu Animal Market, Tana Toraja Regency is based 
on certain characteristics, namely striped motifs, body 
posture and feather swirl. 
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