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ABSTRACT 

The present note deals with the sighting of Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis from wetlands of 
central Aravalli foothills, Ajmer, Rajasthan. It was the first confirmed photographic record from central Aravali 

foothills. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis 

is wide spread resident at fresh water and reedy 

marshes, vegetated pools and mangroves of 

southern and central India. This species prefers 

mainly fresh water marshes with deep pools, 

ditches with thick vegetation, mud patches and 

mangroves. The distribution maps in Ali and 

Ripley (1986); Grimmett et al. (1999); Kumar et al. 

(2005); Kazmierczak & Perlo (2006) have not any 
indication of sighting this species from the 

wetlands of central Aravalli foothills. There are no 

published records of this species from central 

Rajasthan (sharma et al. 2011; 2012 a & b). Greater 

Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis has a 

fragmented or patchy distribution pattern in south 

Asia.  

Species description and habit 

Females larger than male, sexes more or less alike. 

Male and females are difficult to identify in non 

breeding plumage. Head and neck chestnut in color 

along with broad, median and buff stripe on head 

down to bill. Body coloration metallic bronze-

green spotted and streaked with bands in general. 

Active during early morning, evening and night 

may be found solitary or in small flocks and breeds 

almost throughout the year. The mode of nutrition 

is omnivorous and prefers aquatic insects and 

crustaceans (Fig 1 & 2).        
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Study area 

The area under investigation situated at foothills of 

central Aravalli foothills, Ajmer, Rajasthan lies in 

between 26°16′n 74°25′e / 26°27′n, 74°42′e and 

elevation 486 m (1,594 ft) with an area of 8,481 

km². Eastern portion of the Ajmer district is 

generally flat, with broken gentle undulations of 

Aravalli ranges. Whereas, the western parts, from 

north-west to south-west, are intersected by the 

continuous Aravalli ranges. Site of interest is 

known as the Fool Sagar Talab (26
0
 16’ n 74

0
 25’ e 

and 26
0
 27’ n 74

0
 42’ e) and partly constituted of 

admixture of undulating sandy and rocky terrain 

along with flats and isolated low laying hills and 

agricultural fields (Fig 3).  

During the regular field surveys for avian 

fauna under the novel concept of “Live Zoology” 

coined by senior author (Prof. K. K. Sharma) at the 

wetlands of central Aravalli foothills of Ajmer 

during November 2012 to March 2013, we 

encountered with greater painted snipe, which had 

not been reported earlier.  

The sighting is slightly difficult due to 

effective camouflage and motionlessness behaviour 
the bird for longer periods; it took long time to 

record photographs to confirm its presence at study 

area. For this reasons the wetland were explored 

twice a month to confirm its occurrence at various 

sites. Interestingly this species shared its 

microhabitat with Jack snipe (Lmnocryptes 

minimus) at the study area. 
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Fig. 1: Pair of Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghlensis hiding at soil undulations at wetlands of 

central Aravalli foothills, Ajmer, Rajasthan (photo by: Vivek Sharma) 

 

 

Fig. 2: Greater Painted Snipe Rostratula benghlensis at wetlands of central Aravalli foothills, Ajmer, 
Rajasthan (photo by: Vivek Sharma) 
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Fig. 3: map of Rajasthan highlighted with central Aravalli areas of Ajmer, Rajasthan 

 

The identification was confirmed by using 

Grimmett et al. (1999); Kumar et al. 2005; 

Kazmierczak & perlo (2006) and Manakandan et 

al. (2011). 

Seven individuals were firstly seen on 12 

February, 2013 after that it was regular sighted till 

18 March, 2013. Five more individuals were also  

 

 

photographed with Jack snipe they often played 

hide and seek under the undulations of soil near the 

wetland during the observations.  

From these observations we confirmed the 

sightings of Greater Painted snipe Rostratula 

benghalensis from the wetlands of central aravalli 

foothills, Ajmer, Rajasthan at it seems to be a first 

photographic record. 



102 

 

Sharma et al... 
 

REFERENCES  

Ali S, Ripley SD. 1986. Handbook of the birds of 
India & Pakistan (Vol. 5- Larks to Grey 

Hypocolius). Oxford University Press.  

Grimmett r, inskipp C, Inskipp T. 1999. Pocket 

guide to the birds of the Indian subcontinent. 

Oxford University Press. Pp 120-121.    

Kazmierczak K, Perlo B.V. 2006. A field guide to 

the birds of India (Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 

Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and the 

Maldives). Om Book Services. Pp 120-121. 

Kumar A, Sati JP, Tak PC, Alfred JRB. 2005. 

Handbook of Indian wetland birds and their 

conservation. Director Zoological Survey 
India. Pp 167-170.  

Manakandan R, Daniel JC, Bhopale N. 2011. Birds 

of the Indian subcontinent (a field guide). 

Bombay Natural History Society. Oxford 

University Press. Pp 112-114.  

Sharma KK, Sharma V, Meena D, Kumawat R, 

Adigaud AK, Sharma N. 2011. Decline in 

the population of wetland birds and recent 

threats associated: a case study in the 

wetlands of central Aravalli foothills,  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rajasthan, India. Pp 8. National conference 

on environmental pollution – a threat to our 

biodiversity. February 15-16, 2011. 

Organized by School of Sciences, Suresh 
Gyan Vihar University, Jaipur.  

Sharma V, Kumawat R, Yadav D, Kumar A, 

Meena D, Mathur S, Sharma Y, Sharma 

KK. 2012b. Avian diversity of Sharwan 

Sagar Talab, a wetland near central aravalli 

foothills. Pp 54. National conference of 

biodiversity depletion: causes, consequences 

and solutions, held on 28-29 September 

2012 organized by department of Botany, 

M.L.V. Govt. College, Bhilwara, Rajasthan.  

Sharma V, Meena D, Kumawat R, Adigaud AK, 

Sharma N, Sharma KK. 2012a. Aquatic 
avian fauna of certain wetlands of near 

central Aravalli foothills of Rajasthan, India: 

population status and associated recent 

threats. Pp 104. National conference on 

recent trends in Zoology. 12-14 March, 

2012. Organized by School Of Studies In 

Zoology, Jiwaji University, Gwalior 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


